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RACE, EVOLUTION AND AIDS: 
WHAT RUSHTON REALLY SAID 


INTRODUCTION 


At the January, 1989 meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Sclence (AAAS) In 
San Francisco, J. Phillppe Rushton, a Professor of 
Psychology at the University of Western Ontario and a 
John Simon Guggenhelm Fellow, delivered a papertat a 
symposium on evolution and political theory which caused 
a major International uproar *. Summarizing the contents 
of papers he had recently published In a wide variety of 
refereed academic journals3-19, based on an analysis of 
research conducted by a large number of other scholars, 
he documented IQ among Whites, Orientals and Blacks In 
varlous parts of the world, and added data relating to 
some 50 to 60 other variables never before collated in 
such a comprehensive fashion. These Included qualities 
such as the rate of dizygotic twinning (caused by the 
productlon of two eggs at once), sexuality, temperament 
and personality, social organizational skills, rate of 
maturation and longevity. As Table 1 shows, on all of 
these a distinct pattern emerges with Orlentals and 
blacks at opposite ends of the spectrum, and with whites 
occupying an Intermediate position. 
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Table 1 


RELATIVE RANKING OF RACES ON LIFE 
HISTORY ATTRIBUTES 


ATTRIBUTE Mongoloids Caucasoids Negroids 


BRAIN WEIGHT AND INTELLIGENCE 

Cranial Capacity 1448 co 1408 cc 1334 ce 
Brain weight at autopsy 1351 g 1336 g 1286 g 
Millions of "excess 

neurons” 8900 8650 8550 
1Q Test Scores 107 100 85 
MATURATION RATE 

Gestation Time ? Medium Early 
Skeletal Development ? Medium Early 
Age of Walking Late Medium Early 
Age of first intercourse Late Medium Early 
Age of first pregnancy Late Medium Early 
Brain Weight Decline 

Begins 35 25 ? 
Lifespan Long Medium Short 
PERSONALITY & TEMPERAMENT 

Activity Level Low Medium High 
Aggressiveness Low Medium High 
Cautiousness High Medium Low 
Dominance Low Medium High 
impulsivity Low Medium High 
Sociability Low Medium High 
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Table 1 cont'd 


RELATIVE RANKING OF RACES ON LIFE 


HISTORY ATTRIBUTES 
ATTRIBUTE Mongoloids Caucasoids Negroids 
BEPRODUCTIVE EFFORT 
Multiple Birthing Rate Low Medium High 
Size of Genitalia Small Medium Large 
Secondary Sex Charact- 
eristics Small Medium Large 
Intercourse Frequencies Low Medium High 
Permissive Attitudes Low Medium High 
Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases Low Medium High 
Androgen Levels Low Medium High 
SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 
Law Abidingness High Medium Low 
Marital Stability High Medium Low 
Mental Health High Medium Low 


Professor Rushton not only described a larger number of 
behavioural differences than ever before, discovering a 
pattern not previously appreciated, but he also provided 
a gene-based evolutlonary theory to explain them 3-5, 
All of this work appears In highly specialized technical 
journals and Is not readily accessible to most people. 
Worse, the media, aided by political activists 11, have 
provided highly distorted accounts. Because of my 
previous Interest in socloblology! 2 and Its political 
applications, | undertook, therefore, to provide this 
report. In order to make It understandable to a lay 
readership, and yet to remain as true as possible to Dr, 
Rushton's own account, wherever possible | searched out 
the words he himself used In presenting his theory from 
materlal that Is In the public domaln. Thus, mine has been 
essentially a task of cutting and pasting and, In a few 
cases, of putting highly technical terminology Into 
language more accessible to the non-specialist. 


For the base, | used Dr. Rushton's now famous TV 
debate with geneticist David Suzuki at the University of 
Western Ontarlo (February 8, 1989) and spliced In 
sections from his earlier presentation to the AAAS 
(January 19, 1989), occasionally updating from 
subsequent technical publications and media accounts, in 
particular, regarding his predictions on the spread of 
AIDS 


Rushton claims his to be an Important theory. The 
opposition certainly perceived it to be a major threat, 
making intense, highly placed attacks on him. David 
Peterson, the Premier of Ontario, went on television to 
state that Rushton's views were”morally offensive to 
the way that Ontario thinks" and to say that he had 
phoned the President of the University of Western 
Ontarlo to ask for Rushton's dismissal. "/f | had the 
power to fire him, | would,” Peterson told TV reporters 

Fortunately for Rushton, it was not within the 
Premier's power. So, a _ police Investigation was 
launched. A combined Ontario Provincial Pollee and 
Metropolitan Toronto Police special force concerned with 
“Pornography and Hate Literature" descended on the 
university to Interview Rushton, along with the 


President of the University, his Dean, his Department 
Chairman, and numerous colleagues at other universities. 
Many Canadians were unaware that, despite the fine 
guarantees of freedom of speech and expression 
enshrined in our Charter of Rights and Freedoms, there 
can still exist a political thought pollce prowling the 
province, spending taxpayers’ money investigating a 
professor's academic findings. The Investigation covered 
two possible charges under the Criminal Code: “wilfully 
promoting hatred" [formerly, Sectlon 281.2, now 
Section 319 (2)] and "spreading false news" (formerly 
Section 177, now Section 181). Previous targets of 
these thought crimes laws have been Alberta school 
teacher James Keegstra and Toronto publisher Ernst 
Zundel respectively. After a 6 month Investigation, a 
100-page report was submitted and Attorney General lan 
Scott concluded that Rushton's views were "loony, but 
not criminal" 


The media also campaigned ferociously against Dr. 
Rushton, for example, running cartoons of him with a Ku 
Klux Klan hood on and having a telephone conversation 
with a delighted Adolf Hitler. he eronte Star, In 
particular, ran editorials entitled "A Weak Reaction to 
Academic Fraud" (March 9, 1989) and "The Endless Quest 
for Brotherly Love" (March 26, 1989) which seemed to 
be determined efforts to have him removed from his 
position at the University. In the former editorial, he 
was referred to as a "charlatan” and as an "academic 
fraud" and, In the latter, published on Easter Sunday, It 
was Implied that he was "the antithesis of Christ's 
brotherly fove." Rushton hired a prestigious law firm and 
Issued notices under the Libel and Slander Act against 
the newspaper. This brought the media campalgn against 
him to an immediate stop. Later, Dr. Rushton dropped his 
Ilbel action against Ihe Toronto Star because of the 
prohibitive costs that would have been Involved and, 
Instead, submitted his case to the Ontario Press Council, 
an agency dealing with complaints about newspaper 
standards, The Press Council dismissed hls complaint 
“with reservations” although It did point out that The 
gronto Star had misused an out-of-context quotation 
and thereby gave a _ misleading Impression and used 


"helghtened rhetoric” to express itself and that one of 
Its cartoons was at "the bounds of what Is acceptable." 


What was all the fuss about? In the sheltered 
towers of academe, there are those who festoon their 
walls with posters of Che Guevarra. There are 
Professors who are regularly candidates for the 
Communist Party of Canada, In a century when 
communism has killed close to 100-million people. Yet, 
no premier calls for thelr dismissal. No major dallles 
write diatribes vilifying them. Why did a previously 
little-known psychologist unleash such fury by the 
presentation of an academic paper In San Francisco? 


To come to grips with this question, we must 
recognize that Canada's media and political elite cling 
with near religious fervor to certain articles of faith, 
One of these articles of secular humanist faith Is an 
almost fanatical bellef In “equality.” This is not the 
equality of religion -- that all men are equal In the sight 
of God -- or the equality of law -- that all men will be 
judged by the courts without fear or favour -- but the 
concept of equality that holds that all men are equal; 
and, therefore, there must be equal outcomes or results 
for them In society. Any failure to produce equality of 
outcome must, the liberal extremists argue, mean some 
hidden agenda of prejudice or discrimination. Quite 
simply, Rushton has collected data that strongly argue 
that all men are not equal In the sense of the same and 
that this Inequality or difference stems significantly 
from genetic causes. To grant this is to reconsider many 
Previously held views on law enforcement and 
Immigration, to name but two areas. The Iib-left elite 
reacted with a hysteria that, In other times, was 
reserved for religious heretics. They reacted with 
emotional revulsion and a rage to extirpate and 
persecute the perceived heretic. In this, they resembled 
the religious fundamentalists, a hundred years ago, who 
led a witch hunt against those scientists who suggested 
that the geological and paleontological evidence Implied 
that the earth was milllons of years older than a literal 
calculation based on the Old Testament might lead one to 
think. 


Rushton had challenged an article of religious falth 
and, therefore, had to be punished. The reaction to 
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Rushton Is reminiscent of a scene in the play Inherit the 
Wind, based on the famous Scopes monkey trial held in 
Tennessee In 1925. Then, It may be recalled, high school 
teacher John Scopes was placed on trial for teaching the 
theory of evolution in contravention of the Butler Act. 


The character representing embattled school 
teacher John Scopes complains to his lawyer: "People 
look at me as if | was a murderer. Worse than a 
murderer! That fella from Minnesota who killed his wife 
-- half the town turned out to see ‘em put him on the 
train. They just looked at him as If he was a curlosity -- 
not like they pated him! Not like he'd done anything 
really wrong! Just different!" 


His lawyer -- In real life the great defence attorney 
Clarence Darrow -- responds: "There's nothing very 
original about murdering your wife. You murder your 
wife; it isn't nearly as bad as murdering an old wives’ 
tale. Kill one of their fairy-tale notions, and they call 
down the wrath of God ... and the state legislature!" 15 
And so it has been with Dr. Rushton. 


Here, then, without further ado Is what Rushton 
actually said. 


Toronto, Ontario Paul Fromm 
May 10, 1990 Research Director 
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RACE, EVOLUTION AND AIDS: 
WHAT RUSHTON REALLY SAID 


Professor Rushton began his debate with David 
Suzuki by noting that, for some, It would have been 
better If Mother Nature had made people, genetically, all 
the same. Co-operation would have been easier and we 
could design just one type of society that would fit 
everybody. However, we are not all the same. Even 
children within the same family substantially differ from 
each other both genetically and behaviourally. If we 
examine how wide the differences can be between 
brothers and sisters who share the same food, watch the 
same TV, go to the same schools and have the same 
parents, how much more different from each other must 
we expect the human races to be? 


Dr. Rushton noted that he did not always believe 
that this was the case. Ten years earlier, he would have 
sald that any differences that existed would have been 
primarlly environmental In origin. However, he had been 
persuaded -- by data and findings from numerous sources 
-- that the races do differ, genetically, in the 
mechanisms underlying their behaviour. 


Three quite separate questions, he argued, had to be 
kept In mind. First, what exactly were the differences 
between the races? Second, were the differences due 
partly to genetle factors? Third, how could 
genetically-based differences between the races have 
arlsen through evolution? 


First, then, let us overview the findings. As noted 
in Table 1, Dr. Rushton observed that the order In which 
the races currently score on tests of intelligence in the 
United States -- or on measures of educational and 
occupational achievement -- that Is, Orlentals higher 
than Caucasians and Caucasians higher than Blacks, Is 
matched by thelr rank order on over 60. other 
measurements of psychological, behavioural, and 
physiological attributes. One qualification that Dr. 
Rushton likes to make at this point is that there Is 


enormous variability within each population. There Is 
much overlap in the racial distributions and, so, It Is 
always problematic to generallze from a group average 
to a particular Individual, 


EGG PRODUCTION 


Let us begin at the beginning, at the moment of 
conception. The average woman produces one egg every 
28 days In the middle of the menstrual cycle. Some 
women, however, produce two eggs In a cycle, an event 
that often results In the birth of  dizygotle (two egg) 
twins. The races differ in the rate at which they produce 
such eggs. Among Orientals, the frequency of dizygotic 
twins per 1,000 births Is less than 4; among Caucasians 
the rate Is 8 per 1,000; and among Blacks the figure is 
greater than 16, with some African populations having 
twin frequencies of more than 57 per 1,000! Note that 
Caucasians fall between Orlental and Black populations 
and that these flgures are to be found in many different 


countries. We will return later to discuss the 
significance of racial differences in egg production. 
SPEED OF MATURATION 


The speed at which the races mature, physically, Is 
also a source of differentiation, with Black children 
being fast maturers and Orlental children slow maturers 
relative to Caucasian children. See Table 2. In the United 
States, black bables have a shorter gestation period than 
white bables. By week 39, 51 per cent of black children 
have been born, while the figure for white children Is 33 
per cent. Similar results have been obtained In Europe 
comparing women of European ancestry with women of 
African ancestry. Other observations find that black 
bables are physiologically more mature than white 
bables, as measured , for example, by pulmonary 
function and amniotic fluid. Unfortunately, we are 
unaware of data on Orlental babies. 


Motor development over the first three years also 
differentiates the races on many widely standardized 
tests with measures made from birth to 12 months In 
co-ordination and head Ilfting, In muscular strength and 
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Table 2 


RELATIVE DIFFERENCES AMONG RACES 


IN SPEED OF MATURATION 
FEATURE ORIENTALS WHITES BLACKS 

Gestation Period ? Medium Early 
Fetal Maturity ? Medium Early 
Skeletal Development 2 Medium Early 
Lifting Head ? Medium Early 
Muscular Development Late Medium Early 
Reaching and Eye-Hand 

Co-ordination Late Medium Early 
Turning Self Over Late Medium Early 
Age to Crawl Late Medium Early 
Age to Walk Late Medium Early 
Ability to Dress Self Late Medium Early 
Age of Puberty & First 

Sexual Intercourse * Late Medium Early 
Age of First Pregnancy Late Medium Early 
Age At Death Late Medium Early 
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rolling over, In locomotion, and, at 15 to 20 months, In 
the ability to remove clothing. Typically, children of 
African descent are more advanced than children of 
European descent, while Oriental children are less 
advanced than Europeans. Thus, Oriental children 
typically don't walk untill 13 months, compared to 12 
months for white children and 11 months for black 
children. 


Other Ilfe-cycle traits including age of first 
Intercourse, and age of first pregnancy, as well as 
longevity, show a similar set of differences among the 
three populations. 


TEMPERAMENT AND PERSONALITY 


The data show that across ages, across traits, and 
across methods that, in terms of uninhibited 
temperament, Negrolds are more uninhibited than 
Caucasolds, who are more uninhibited than Mongololds. 
See Table 3. With Infants and young children, observer 
ratings are the main method employed, whereas with 
adults the use of standardized tests Is more frequent. 
For example, a study carried out with 825 four to six 
year-olds In Quebec pre-schools found that teachers 
consistently reported better social adjustment and less 
hostility-aggression from Oriental children than from 
Caucasian children, who, in turn, showed better soclal 
adjustment and less hostility-aggression than black 
children 18. with adults, Rushton 17, averaged the 
results from 25 countries using the well-established 

Questionnaire and found that eight 
Oriental samplings totalling 4044 Individuals were less 
sociable and more anxious than 30 Caucasold samples 
totalling 19,807 Individuals, who were less sociable and 
more anxious than 4 African samples totalling 1906 
individuals, Samples of this size would strongly suggest 
that the differences are real. 


SEXUALITY 


The same racial pattern of whites being between 
Orlentals and Blacks is to be found with reproductive or 
sexual restraint. See Table 4. Re-analysis of the Kinsey 
data, and literature, for example, by the World Health 
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TABLE 3 
RELATIVE DIFFERENCES AMONG THE 
RACES IN PERSONALITY AND 
TEMPERAMENT 


FEATURE ORIENTALS WHITES BLACKS 


ACTIVITY LEVEL Low Medium High 
AGGRESSIVENESS Low Medium High 
CAUTIOUSNESS High Medium Low 
DOMINANCE Low Medium High 
EXCITABILITY Low Medium High 
IMPULSIVENESS Low Medium High 
SOCIABILITY Low Medium High 
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Organization, show that Orlentals are the most 
restrained, whether measured by Intercourse 
frequencies (premarital, marital or extramarital), 
reproductive speed (age of first Intercourse, age of first 
pregnancy, or number of pregnancies per unit of time), 
primary sexual characteristics, secondary sexual 
characteristics, or biologic control of behaviour. 
Concomitant differences are observed In sexual attitudes 
and also sexually transmitted diseases, including 
syphillis and gonorrhea. It Is counterproductive to cast 
anger or ridicule on race differences in sexual 
behaviour, or to turn away In embarrassment, for there 
are sobering consequences. As we shall see In the last 
section, the racial pattern Is also there for the deadly 
AIDS pandemic. 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 


In addition, social organization has been studied. 
Complex social organization depends on following rules. 
This can be Indexed by marital functioning, mental 
stability, and by a willingness to ablde by society's 
laws. On all of these measures, the rank ordering within 
the North American population is Orientals greater than 
Whites and especially greater than Blacks. The 1.5 
million Individuals of Oriental descent are very rarely 
perceived as a "social problem," for they have 
significantly fewer divorces, out-of-wedlock births, or 
incidences of child abuse than Whites, and, In fact, they 
are therefore seldom studied. Black family structure, 
however, has been studied intensively. Since the 1965 
Moynihan. Report documented the high rates of marital 
dissolution, frequent heading of families by women, and 
numerous Illegitimate births, the figures cited as 
evidence for the instability of the black family have 
doubled, almost tripled In some areas. 


A similar pattern of Orientals experiencing less 
mental Instability than Whites and Whites experiencing 
less Instability than Blacks Is gained from figures on 
those confined to mental Institutions or who are 
otherwise unstable. 


With respect to crime, in both North America and 
Western Europe, race Is one of the best predictors, and 
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RELATIVE RANKING OF RACES IN 


Table 4 


SEXUAL RESTRAINT 


CHARACTERISTIC 


Gamete Production and 
Multiple Birthing 


Speed of Mentrual Cycle 
Speed of Sexual Maturation 


Age of First Sexual Inter- 
course 


Number of Premarital 
Partners 


Frequency of Premarital 
Intercourse 


Number of Extramarital 
Partners 


Frequency of Sexual 
Fantasies 


Frequency of Marital 
Intercourse 


Number of Extramarital 
Partners 


Permissive Attitudes 

Guilt Proneness 

Primary Sexual Character- 
istics (Size of Penis, Testes, 


Vulva, Vagina, Clitoris, Ova- 
ries) 


ORIENTALS WHITES 


Low Medium 
2 Medium 
? Medium 
Early Medium 
Low Medium 
Low Medium 
Low Medium 
Low Medium 
Low Medium 
Low Medium 
Low Medium 
High Medium 
Smail Medium 
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BLACKS 


High 
Fast 


Fast 


Late 


High 


High 


High 


High 


High 


High 
High 


Low 


Large 


Table 4 cont'd 


RELATIVE RANKING OF RACES IN SEXUAL 


CHARACTERISTIC 


Secondary Sexual Charac- 
teristics (Salient Voice, 
Breasts, Buttocks, Muscles) 


Biological Control of Sexual 
Behaviour (Periodicity of 
Sexual Response; Predicta- 
bility of Sexual life History 
From Age of Onset of Pub- 
erty) 


Androgen Levels 


Sexually Transmitted 
Disease 


RESTRAINT 


ORIENTALS WHITES 


Small Medium 
Low Medium 
Low Medium 
Low Medium 
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BLACKS 


Large 


High 


High 


High 


In other parts of the world too 18 The Chinese and 
Japanese, whether assessed In thelr home. countries, 
North America or the United Kingdom, have a lower 
Incidence of crime than do Europeans. People of African 
descent, while consisting of less than one elghth of the 
population of the United States or of London, England, 
currently account for over 50 per cent of the crime In 
both places. Since about the same proportion of victims 
say that thelr assailant was black, the arrest statistics 
cannot be blamed on police prejudice. Estimates In the 
Globe and Mali 19 suggested that similar figures may 
apply In Canada. Blacks currently appear to make up 
between 2 to 5 per cent of the population of Metropolitan 
Toronto and they also appear to be responsible for 
between 32 and 40 per cent of Toronto's crime. Most 
recently, In a study published In the Canadian Journal of 

» Rushton 20 found that the racial 
differences In crime truly did occur internationally. 
Examining the crime statistics In the three main 
categories of murder, rape, and serious assault reported 
to INTERPOL, the International Police Organization, he 
grouped the nearly 100 countries by primary racial 
composition for both 1983-1984 and 1985-1986. Middle 
Eastern and European countries reported less murder, 
rape, and serlous assault than did African and Caribbean 
countries, but they reported more assaultive behaviours 
than did countries on the Pacific Rim. 


INTELLIGENCE AND BRAIN SIZE 


Finally, we turn to the Issue of Intelligence test 
scores. Since the period around the first World War, 
when widespread Intelligence testing began, blacks have 
scored about 15 polnts lower than whites on assessments 
of Intelligence (IQ) and educational attalnment, whether 
examined in the United States, the United Kingdom, or In 
Jamaica, Tanzania, or Uganda. Fewer people are aware, 
however, that Orlentals score higher than whites on 
exactly the same measuring Instruments, whether tested 
In Canada and the United States, or In thelr home 
countries 


It may also come as something of a surprise to learn 
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Table 5 


RELATIVE RACIAL DIFFERENCES IN 
INTELLIGENCE AND BRAIN SIZE 


CHARACTERISTIC ORIENTALS WHITES BLACKS 
IQ Test Scores 107 100 85 

Cranial Capacity 14480m3 1408em3 1334cm3 
Brain Weight at Autopsy 13519 13369 12869 
Millions of "Excess Neurons” 8900 8650 8550 
Brain Weight Decline Begins age 35 age 25 2 
Educational Achievement High Medium Low 
Occupational Achievement High Medium Low 


Current Socio-Economic 
Status in the United States High Medium Low 


Historical Evidence of 
Cultural Achievement High High Low 


Projections for Economic 
& Scientific Growth High High Low 
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that the same order is observed with measures of brain 
size, whether indexed by cranial capacity from inside 
the skull or brain weight at autopsy. Rushton 4 averaged 
Numerous estimates, some quite recent, finding for 
cranial capacity, typically measured from Inside the 
skull, Orlentals 1448 em3, whites 1408 em, and blacks 
1334 em3; and, for brain weight measured at autopsy, 
Orientals averaged 1351 g, whites 1336 g, and blacks 
1286 g. It Is noteworthy that even the most critical 
reviewers such as Steven Jay Gould, find the same rank 
ordering. Rushton averaged Gould's own estimates finding 
a one cuble Inch of difference between each of the three 
races, (See page 66 of Gould's notoriously biased 1981 
book The Mismeasure of Man.) 


The racial differences In brain size become 
signifleant when It Is realized that the bigger human 
brain evolved to Increase Intelligence. Passingham 22 
provided evidence for this view using a _ visual 
discrimination task to measure the speed with which 
children and other mammals abstracted such rules as 
“pick the same object each time to get food." More 
intelligent children, assessed by standardized |IQ tests, 
learn these strategies faster than those less Intelligent, 
and mammals with larger brains learn faster than those 
with smaller brains. Thus, the chimpanzee has a bigger 
brain and learns faster than the Rhesus Monkey. The 
Rhesus Monkey has a bigger brain and learns faster than 
the Spider Monkey, and so on through the Squirrel 
Monkey marmoset cat gerbil rat and squirrel. 


Passingham 22 also updated the evidence for a 
positive correlation between brain size and intelligence 
within human populations. Previously, Van Valen 23 had 
calculated a correlation of 0.30 between brain size and 
intelligence from several studies conducted over a 60 
year period where brain size was estimated from outside 
the skull and intelligence inferred from occupational 
status. Passingham concurred with this result and 
carried out additional analyses to discover that 
Intelllgence, Indexed by occupational status, was also 
related to brain weight measured at autopsy. It seems 
very reasonable, therefore, to assume a positive 
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relation between brain size and intelligence. 


GENETICS OR ENVIRONMENT? 


That, very briefly, Is the evidence on racial 
difference. As summarized In Table 1, on very many 
different measures, Including brain size and Intelligence 
test scores, on speed of physical maturation, on 
personality and temperament, and on sexuality and social 
organization, the average for Caucasians falls 
consistently between those for Oriental and Black 
populations. 


The second question raised at the beginning and 
now to be addressed is what are the causes of these 
differences? Most people will argue that the racial 
differences that have been listed are due entirely to 
social and environmental factors -- to the effects of 
poverty, socloeconomic status, and to blases In the tests 
and In soclety. Rushton does not deny that these factors 
may operate and he suggests that they may even account 
for as much as 50 per cent of the variance. But he goes 
on to suggest that the other 50 ‘per cent Is due to genetic 
and evolutlonary mechanisms Oy Many large studies of 
twins and of adopteees have now been carried out 
showlng the Importance of genetic factors on almost all 
of the variables mentioned -- Including temperament, 
strength of the sex drive, health and longevity, as well 
as on crime, Intelligence, and educational achlevement. 


But can these estimates of genetic influence, 
calculated mostly on white populations, be generalized to 
other races? Dr. Rushton has published papers In 
scientific journals to the effect that the racial group 
differences are most pronounced on those components or 
aspects of tralts which are the most genetically 
Influenced. For example, there Is a positive correlation 
between the degree of genetic Influence on the component 
of a tralt and the degree to which It differentiates the 
race © Now that Is a differential prediction: A positive 
correlation Is expected only If racial-group differences 
are due to genes. If the differences are due to 
environmental factors, the correlation would be 
negative. 
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Much data from other researchers is directly 
interpretable as support of this genetic argument. For 
example, a 17-year adoption study of black children 
adopted Into middie class white familles has shown that 
black children's IQ and educational achlevement and also 
thelr social deviance are better predicted by thelr 
genetic background than by the environment of thelr 
upbringing 24 


EVOLUTIONARY THEORY: r/K REPRODUCTIVE 
STRATEGIES 


The ultimate alm of sclence Is to causally explain 
the world around us rather than merely to describe It. 
Most explanations of the date reviewed tend to be highly 
particularistic -- that Is, highly specific to a particular 
domain. For example, black IQ tests are attributed to 
blas Inherent in the tests; black crime Is attributed to 
poverty; poor performance In schools Is blamed on 
prejudiced teachers, and so on. None of these 
explanations, by the way, will explain why Orlentals 
perform higher than do Caucasians. Orientals, for 
example, had lower crime rates than whites even when 
they were lower than whites In soclo-economic status. 


The crux of the argument -- and Dr. Rushton 
emphasized that this Is the essential point -- Is that 
whatever theory Is proposed to explain the differences 
needs to explain the totality of the findings. It has to 
explain why there is the pattern of 1, 2, 3 with 
Caucasians falling, on average, so consistently between 
Orlental and Black populations on variables such as the 
production of twins and brain size, and even varlables 
such as the depth of voice, on which measure Caucasians 
again fall between the two other races. So, it Is more 
than just IQ and crime that require explanation and the 
explanation needs to be deeply embedded in evolutionary 
theory, Dr. Rushton argues. 


The theory which Dr. Rushton 3,4 has advanced to 
explain the racial group differences stems from the 
literature on animal evolution. This is the theory of r/K 
reproductive strategles. Essentially, an animal can 
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TABLE 6 


LIFE HISTORY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN r- AND 
K-STRATEGISTS 


r-STRATEGIST 


K-STRATEGIST 


FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS 


Large Litter Size 
Short Birth Spacing 
Many Offspring 
High Infant Mortality 
Little Parental Care 


Small litter size 
Long Birth Spacing 
Few Offspring 

Low Infant Mortality 
Much Parental Care 


INDIVIDUAL CHARACTERISTICS 


Rapid Maturation 

Early Sexual Reproduction 
Short Life 

Small Body Size 

High Reproductive Effort 
High Energy Utilization 
Low Intelligence 


Slow Maturation 

Delayed Sexual Reproduction 
Long Life 

Large Body Size 

Low Reproductive Effort 
Efficient Energy Utilization 
High Intelligence 


POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 


Opportunistic Exploiters of 
Environment 

Dispersing Colonizers 

Variable Population Size 

Lax Competition 


Consistent Exploiters of 
Environment 

Stable Occupiers 

Stable Population Size 

Keen Competition 


SOCIAL SYSTEM CHARACTERISTICS 


Low Social Organization 
Low Altruism 


High Social Organization 
High Altruism 
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replicate Its genes -- which Is what evolution Is all 
about -- In one of two extreme ways. Considering a 
macro-scale like the one in Figure 1, either, It can be an 
r, |lke oysters, and produce hundreds of thousands of 
offspring but give no parental care and expect almost all 
of them to die, or, be a K like the great apes, and 
produce only one infant every 5 or 6 years but lavish 
enormous parental care on It 25. These two different 
strategles among animals correlate with other life 
tralts. See Table 6. 


Generalizing from the animal literature to a 
micro-scale of human differences, the more K_ the 
family, the greater should be the spacing between births, 
the fewer the number of offspring, the lower the rate of 
Infant mortality, the more stable the family system, and 
the better developed the parental care. The more K the 
person, the longer should be period of gestation, the 
higher the birthweight, the more delayed the onset of 
sexual activity, the older the age of first reproduction, 
the longer the Ilfe, the more physiologically efficient the 
use of energy, the higher the intelligence, the more 
soclal-rule following the behaviour, the greater the 
altruism, and the greater the social organization. Thus, 
numerous characteristics are presumed to evolve 
together. 


Because the races differ on many of the K 
characteristics, It is hypothesized that Orientals are 
more K-selected than Caucasolds who, In turn, are more 
K-selected than Africans. Recall, for example, that 
Orlentals produce the fewest eggs but have the largest 
brains, while blacks produce the most eggs but have the 
smallest brains. 


But why should Orientals have ended up the most K? 
One hypothesis that fits the data is found In genetic 
distance studies based on DNA sequencing 26. These 
suggest that modern humans evolved in Africa about 
200,000 or so years ago and subsequently migrated 
northward to other parts of the globe, with an 
African-non African split occurring 41,000 years ago. 
As populations moved north, they encountered more 
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challenging environments, Including that produced by the 
last Ice age which ended just 12,000 years ago, and, 
thus, the more stringent were the selection pressures 
for Intelligence, forward planning, and personal and 
sexual restraint. The Siberlan cold experienced by 
Oriental populations wes more severe than even that 
experienced by other pale sakinned populations In 
Northern Europe. 


DISCUSSION 


Figure 1 seems to Imply a move from simple r-type 
animals producing thousands of eggs but providing no 
parental care to more complex K-type animals producing 
very few offspring but providing lavish parental care 
over a long Ilfe span. Although It has become 
unfashionable to view man as the ‘most developed” of 
species, this once traditional view gains novel support 
from the perspective of an r/K dimension. As E.0. Wilson 
25 put It: "In general, higher forms of social evolution 
Should be favoured by K selection." (p.101) 


If the analysis presented here Is correct, then two 
Important predictions can be made about the course of 
world history. First, with respect to economle and 
sclentific achievements, the Oriental populations of the 
Pacific Rim must be expected to continue to grow in 
accomplishments until they eventually outdistance the 
predominantly Caucasian populations of North America 
and Europe. As Steen 27 showed in her recent article In 
Sclenece, Orlentals have already begun to do this within 
the United States In mathematical performance. 


Second, on a most sober topic, with respect to the 
AIDS pandemic, whereas relatively K-selected 
populations, such as the Orientals, have epigenetic rules 
which provide protection from HIV infection (due, for 
example, to thelr sexual and temperamental restraint,) 
relatively r-selected populations, such as Africans, are 
especially at risk (most obviously because they will be 
drawn to have sexua! intercourse with more numerous 


partners, even when they are married). The pattern of 
Whites being intermediate to Blacks and Orientals In HIV 
seroprevalance already occurs within the United States 
as it also does Internationally. 3 Let us consider this 
topic In more depth. 


AIDS AND RACE 


New calculations show that black Caribbean 
countries have as big an AIDS problem as do African 
countries. When the figures are worked out on a per 
capita basis, the three most affected countries In the 
world are in the Caribbean -- Bermuda, the Bahamas, and 
French Gulana. In this region, AIDS is transmitted 
primarily through heterosexual intercourse and there Is 
relatively little intravenous drug use. 


The data in Table 7 were collated from official 
statistics published by the World Health Organization as 
of 1 April 1990. (World Health Organization Update, 
Global Programme on AIDS.) The number of AIDS cases 
per million population is computed to give an indication 
of the relative seriousness of the epidemic between 
countries with different sizes of populations after 
excluding countrles reporting fewer than 100 cases. The 
population size of the country was taken from estimates 
standardized for mid-1987 by the United Natlons using 
data available as of 1 April 1989. Using this measure, 
Canada has an AIDS rate of 139 per million, making It the 
25th most affected country in the world. Of the other top 
countries, 9 are in the Caribbean, 12 are In Africa, 2 
are in Europe, and the other is the United States. It must 
be kept In mind that for every person officially 
diagnosed with the AIDS disease there are estimated to 
be at least 25 others with the contagious HIV virus. 


Additional evidence for the racial pattern comes 
from finer grain analysis of the data within the United 
States to 1 April 1990 (Centre for Disease Control, 
HIV/AIDS Survelilance Report, April 1990) where 
Negrolds are over-represented in every exposure 
category, If the U.S.A. were racially divided into 
separate countries, the approximately 30 million 
Afro-Americans (12 per cent of the total) with 35,472 
cases of AIDS would have a rate of 1182 per millon, 
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Table 7 


THE 25 COUNTRIES MOST AFFECTED BY AIDS 
AS OF 1 APRIL 1990 


COUNTRY DATE CASES POPULATION CASES PER 
(MILLIONS) MILLION 


Bermuda 31.12.89 135 0.056 2411 
Bahamas 31.12.89 437 0.240 1821 
Fr. Gulana 30.06.89 150 0.086 1744 
Congo 31.12.87 1250 1.837 681 
Guadeloupe = 13.11.89 175 0.337 519 
U.S.A. 31.03.90 124282 243.934 510 
Burundi 30.06.89 2355 5.001 471 
Trinidad 31.12.89 557 1.241 449 
Uganda 15.04.89 7375 16.599 444 
Barbados 31.12.89 112 0,254 441 
Halt! 30.09.89 2331 5.438 429 
Zaire 29.01.90 11732 32.461 361 
Zambia 29.01.90 2709 7.563 358 
Rwanda 31.12.89 2285 6.529 350 
Malawi 30.06.88 2586 7.499 345 
Martinique 31.12.89 115 0.334 344 
Ivory Coast 01.02.90 3647 11.142 327 
Kenya 30.06.89 6004 22.936 262 
Central African 

Republic 31.12.88 662 2.703 245 
Tanzania 31.12.89 5627 23.217 242 
Zimbabwe 19.02.90 1632 8.640 189 
Switzerland 28.02.90 1220 6.545 186 
Dominican 

Republic 31.12.89 1200 6.716 179 
France 31.12.89 8883 55.632 160 
Canada 05.03.90 3557 25.652 139 


The 25 countries most affected by AIDS on per capita cumulative 
cases reported to the World Health Organixation as of 1 April 1990. 


equivalent to other Negrold populations in Africa and the 
Caribbean. 


One point often made Is that blacks In the United 
States have AIDS primarily because of Intravenous drug 
use. Although 39 to 46 per cent of adult American blacks 
who acquired AIDS did so through drug use, between 48 
and 55 per cent acquired It through sexual transmission, 
11 per cent heterosexually (compared to 2 per cent of 
whites). Of all 6,231 adult AIDS cases transmitted 
heterosexually (5 per cent of the total), 3,854 or 62 per 
cent Involved blacks, with another 17 per cent being 
Hispanic. Hispanics, of course, are a linguistic group; 
racially, a proportion Is black or partly black, especially 
In New York. Blacks are over-represented In the “male 
homosexual/blsexual contact" exposure category (17 per 
cent versus a population expectation of 12 per cent). 
Overall, In the last two years, blacks In the United 
States Increased thelr total share of the AIDS figures 
form 26 to 27.6 per cent, Hispanics Increased from 14 
per cent to 15.6 per cent, Mongoloids stayed at less than 
1 per cent, and whites decreased from 59 per cent to 56 
per cent. It would have been Instructive to compare 
these figures with those in Canada but the Federal Centre 
In Ottawa does not break down figures by race. The 
prediction is that, If they did, as In other multiracial 
societies, the pattern would be Orientals having a lesser 
proportion of AIDS cases than whites and whites having a 
lesser proportion than blacks. 


In Canada, some reports do indicate that blacks are 
disproportionately more Infected with HIV, but this Is so 
controversial that authorities are apparently afraid to 
record the race of AIDS victims. Stories In the Globe and 
Mall (July 1, 1989; December 23, 1989) showed that by 
the beginning of May, 1989, 116 of the 40,000 people in 
Quebec who had been born In Haiti had contracted the 
disease, an Incidence of 2,900 per million, higher than 
any country's official report to WHO (Table 7). Of the 43 
heterosexuals in Quebec who had contracted the disease, 
25 (58 per cent) did so by having sex with a person from 
Haiti. Similar figures are emerging from the Province of 
Ontario. A story in The eronto Star (July 26, 1989) 


indicated that the number of black people in Toronto with 
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AIDS had grown in the previous three months from 39 to 
54 -- an Increase of 38 per cent. Of these 54 black 
people, 12 (22 per cent) were women. Because only 49 
of 1,102 white HIV carriers were women (4 per cent), 
the flgures suggested that in Canada, as elsewhere, AIDS 
among blacks is being spread heterosexually. 
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